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CELEBRATING 7 YEARS

2

 marks the 7th anniversary of the founding of the National Association
of Testing Authorities (NATA) Australia.

To celebrate, we share the story on how NATA, starting from modest origins, has come to be

recognised as the national authority in accrediting testing laboratories in Australia and one of the

leading accreditation bodies in the world. And how, by extension, Australia has contributed to the
safety of consumers globally and facilitated global trade.
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Celebrating 7 years
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Celebrating 70 years

HOW DID IT BEGIN?
‘Testing the testers’ and many years ahead of
the rest of the world, NATA saw the inherent
value of formalising this process.

INTERNATIONAL GROWTH

THE FOUNDATIONS
The ﬁrst NATA Constitution

1947

1950S

1960S

1970S

NATA’S FIRST MEETING

NATIONAL GROWTH

SPREADING THE WORD

A GROWING RECOGNITION

The ﬁrst meeting of the NATA Council was
held in February 1947. The world's ﬁrst
national laboratory accreditation system
had commenced its operations.

1951

1962

1970

Melbourne and Sydney offices open &
NATA publishes its ﬁrst Register of
Laboratories.

NATA issues its ﬁrst promotional brochure
'Testing in industry and commerce.'

NATA has more than 890 accredited
organisations across the nation.

1969

1977

NATA grows accreditation areas into mining,
chemical, motor, food and pollution control.

NATA becomes a founding member of the
International Laboratory Accreditation
Cooperation (ILAC).

"To organise a national service which will
provide testing facilities to meet the needs of
Government, industry and commerce and thus
assist in maintaining the products of industry
at a high standard."

1952
First Technical Assessor (TA) appointed.

1980S

1990S

2010S

2022 and beyond

EXTENDING REACH

ASIA GROWTH AND A WORLD FIRST

2012

2022

The world-ﬁrst establishment of the NATA/RCPA
medical testing program.

1990

The Sleep Disorders Services (SDS) accreditation
program launched.

2000S

2000th organisation accredited.

2020

1992
NATA opens branch offices:
• Perth 1984 • Brisbane 1986 • Adelaide 1989

1986

1977
NATA LEADS THE WAY
Other countries follow NATA’s lead in
establishing their own accreditation
systems. This global interest resulted in the
convening of an international forum in 1977.

THE NEW MILLENNIUM

1000th Technical Assessor (TA) appointed.

1988
NATA signs its ﬁrst Memorandum of Agreement
(MOU) with the Australian Government.

NATA plays an integral role in accrediting
laboratory testing for SARS CoV-2 and other
laboratories supporting the response to the
COVID pandemic.

The Asia-Paciﬁc Laboratory Accreditation
Cooperation (APLAC) - now APAC - is
established with NATA as founding member.

2000

1992
A world-ﬁrst, NATA establishes its forensic
science accreditation program that includes
Crime Scene Investigation (CSI).

ILAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement
(MRA) signed by NATA.

2008
3000 organisation accredited.
th

EDUCATION

2008

NATA training programs are delivered nationally
and across Asia, Europe and US. They are
considered among the best in the world.

NATA named as approved accreditor
for the Diagnostic Imaging
Accreditation Scheme (DIAS).

1992
Inspection accreditation services launched.

1995
3000th Technical Assessor appointed.
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2021
First accreditation of a biobanking
organisation in Australia.

NATA proudly celebrates its 75th Anniversary.
NATA looks to the future to extend and
diversify its accreditation services and
provide greater support to its stakeholders.

INTRODUCING NATA

N

ATA has its origin dated back to 1947 and is:

Ř

WKHQDWLRQDODXWKRULW\IRUWKHDFFUHGLWDWLRQ
of testing and calibration laboratories and
reference materials producers;

Ř

DSHDNERG\IRUWKHDFFUHGLWDWLRQRILQVSHFWLRQ

Ř

WKHQDWLRQDODXWKRULW\UHVSRQVLEOHIRUPRQLWRULQJ

ERGLHVDQGSURƓFLHQF\VFKHPHSURYLGHUVDQG
compliance with the OECD Principles of Good
Laboratory Practice.

In short, NATA’s principal role is to ‘test the testers.'
For instance, many products sold in Australia are tested

against Australian standards by laboratories. On passing
those tests, they can be sold to the Australian public

and overseas markets with the assurance of their safety

Who makes sure the laboratory is testing for the

right thing? Well, this is where NATA comes in. Our
accreditation teams, comprised of NATA staff and

volunteer Technical Assessors, assess the laboratories,

WKHTXDOLƓFDWLRQVRIWKHLUVWDIIDQGWKHLUSURFHGXUHVWR

make sure they are carrying out those tests competently.

Surrounded by tested products
$FFUHGLWDWLRQJLYHVXVFRQƓGHQFHWKDWWKHSURGXFWVZH

use and consume day-to-day are safe. The work of NATA
touches on every facet of life.

We assess the competence of laboratories that test

all manner of products – food, water, air, noise levels,

blood, medical instruments, diagnostic imaging, building
materials, road construction materials – to name a few.

and quality.
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What gives us confidence in the quality of the products we use?
Australia has a quality framework in place to safeguard

accredits the professionals who audit organisations,

supported by four pillars:

standards.

consumers and support business. The framework is

1. Measurement Accuracy. Effective testing requires

accurate measurement. Measurement is accurately
monitored by Australia's National Measurement
Institute.

2. Written standards for manufacturers, producers and
service providers to follow. Standards Australia is
responsible for those standards.

3. &HUWLƓFDWLRQDJDLQVWVWDQGDUGV7KH-RLQW

products and people and certify adherence to

4. The accreditation of laboratories to ensure those

laboratories undertake their testing accurately and
competently. This pillar is upheld by NATA.

These four pillars work together to provide the

FRPPXQLW\ZLWKFRQƓGHQFHLQWKHSURGXFWVDQGVHUYLFHV
we use every day, and contribute to the productivity,
growth and international competitiveness of
Australian industries.

Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand

WORKING IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST
Through accrediting laboratories, NATA works in the national interest. It safeguards and improves the quality of our everyday life.
NATA accreditation brings:

Ř Competitive advantages to the economy
Ř Tighter security
Ř Safer food and better water quality
Ř Safety of our health and infrastructure.
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How does NATA assess laboratories?
7KHSURFHVV
An application for an accreditation assessment is
received from a laboratory. NATA will assign the

application to an assessment team that comprises NATA
staff and one or more voluntary Technical Assessors to
undertake the assessment.

Our volunteers donate their time, experience, and

.HHSLQJXSWRGDWHZLWKEHVW
SUDFWLFH
NATA's staff (Lead Assessors) and Technical Assessors
are guided in their assessments by their respective

Accreditation Advisory Committee (AAC). The principal

role of this Committee, comprised of voluntary technical
H[SHUWVIURPYDULRXVLQGXVWU\ƓHOGVLVWRSUHVFULEHWKH

professional knowledge to undertake peer review.

FULWHULDIRUDFFUHGLWDWLRQLQWKHLUƓHOGLQOLQHZLWKQDWLRQDO

The applicant laboratory is assessed according to

LQIRUPHGRIƓHOGGHYHORSPHQWV

the relevant Australian or international standards.

and international standards, and to keep the Assessors

This assessment looks at the laboratory's quality

NATA has one of the largest number of accreditation

of instrumentation and laboratory set up and the

&RPPLWWHHIRUHDFKƓHOG$VVKRZQLQWKHWDEOHRQWKH

tests which are the subject of the assessment.

groupings.

management system, the quality and appropriateness

ƓHOGVLQWKHZRUOG7KHUHLVDQ$FFUHGLWDWLRQ$GYLVRU\

competence of staff responsible for carrying out the

IROORZLQJSDJHHDFKƓHOGIDOOVLQWRRQHRIƓYHLQGXVWU\

When the assessment is completed, the applicant is
sent a report on whether their laboratory meets the

accreditation standards for their industry. Where the

accreditation is successful, the laboratory is granted the
status as an accredited laboratory and is eligible to use the
NATA logo and added to NATA's 'Find a Lab' directory.

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

Introducing NATA



SECTOR

CURRENT PROGRAM/FIELD

INDUSTRY GROUPINGS

Calibration
Calibration

Information and Communication Technology Testing (ICTT)
3URƓFLHQF\7HVWLQJ6FKHPH3URYLGHUV 3763

Calibration

Reference Materials Producers (RMP)

Legal and

Clinical Services

Forensic Services

Legal

Scheme)

Medical Imaging

Medical Imaging (including Diagnostic Imaging Accreditation
Medical Testing

Sleep Disorders Services
Construction Materials Testing
Infrastructure

Mechanical Testing

Non-destructive Testing

Performance and Approval Testing
Inspection

Inspection
Biological Testing

Life Sciences

Chemical Testing

Good Laboratory Practice (GLP)
Veterinary Testing
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Human Pathology
Sleep Disorders Services

Non-clinical Human Testing
Materials

Manufactured Goods

Infrastructure & Asset Integrity
Environment
Agribusiness

Food & Beverage
Animal Health

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

The immediate past Chair of NATA, Alastair Ross, describes these Committees

DVDYDOXDEOHFROODERUDWLRQRIVFLHQWLƓFPLQGVDQGSUDFWLWLRQHUVZLWKLQSDUWLFXODU
ƓHOGVŏ7KHFRPPLWWHHVPHHWWKURXJKRXWWKH\HDUWRGLVFXVVWHVWLQJLVVXHV

ZLWKLQWKHLUƓHOG7KHQWKH&KDLUVFRPHWRJHWKHUDQQXDOO\WRGLVFXVVWKHEURDGHU
issues of testing laboratories such as international standards and ways of adding
value to customer testing.”

0U$ODVWDLU5RVV

NATA’s volunteer model – part of Australia’s volunteerism value
Our volunteer model is uniquely

According to former Chair, Dr Barry

recognition and respect

laboratory scientists and practitioners

with whom NATA has collaborated.

ZLWKLQWKHLQGXVWU\DQGVFLHQWLƓF

The NATA accreditation assessment

EHQHƓWŏ7KHYROXQWDU\VFKHPHLVQRWa

Australian and has gained

Inglis, this open conversation amongst

internationally from many nations

advances competence and skills

is grounded in collegial value and

one-way street. Every assessment I’ve

collaboration among technical experts,

been on I’ve learned something.”

practitioners. The assessment process

The volunteer model has thrived on

professional dialogue between the

and made a major contribution to

professional peers and experienced

'U%DUU\,QJOLV

community and everyone stands to

involves an enormous amount of

the Australian volunteerism value

assessors and assessed.

expertise across industry sectors for

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

the past 7 years.
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NATA’s additional services
$GGLWLRQDOVHUYLFHVDUHRIIHUHGWRRXUPHPEHUVWKURXJKRXUZKROO\RZQHGVXEVLGLDU\3URƓFLHQF\7HVWLQJ$XVWUDOLD 37$ 

3URILFLHQF\WHVWLQJ
PTA assesses the ability of laboratories to
FRPSHWHQWO\SHUIRUPVSHFLƓFWHVWVDQG
measurements.

3URƓFLHQF\LQWHVWLQJLQYROYHVGLVWULEXWLQJ
sub-samples of a material for testing by

participating laboratories. The results are

analysed statistically with each laboratory
receiving a report detailing its testing
performance.

3URƓFLHQF\LQPHDVXUHPHQWLQYROYHVWKH
circulation of a measurement artefact

(or set of artefacts) among a group of

laboratories undertaking those particular
measurements. The performance of the
laboratories is evaluated by comparing
their results to a reference value.
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7UDLQLQJRQEHVWSUDFWLFH
In order to assist NATA’s members in their professional development, NATA also offers a range of training courses

focussed on meeting members’ needs and facilitate continuous process improvements. The ultimate goal is to help our
members in enhancing the technical competence and effective operations of their laboratories.

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

Introducing NATA



)LUVW1$7$&RXQFLOPHHWLQJLQ0HOERXUQHRQ
)LUVW1$7$&RXQFLOPHHWLQJLQ0HOERXUQHRQ
WKDQGWK)HEUXDU\
WKDQGWK)HEUXDU\

12
12

DELIVERING
CONFIDENCE FOR
YEARS

OURMILESTONES
MILESTONESOF
OF
OUR
THEPAST
PAST70
7YEARS
YEARS
THE
Beginnings – a wartime innovation
Beginnings – a wartime innovation

T

he idea of 'testing the testers' is an Australian one.
he idea of 'testing the testers' is an Australian one.
It was born out of necessity in the Second World
It was born out of necessity in the Second World
War when Australia was cut off from any means of
War when Australia was cut off from any means of
ensuring the munitions it was manufacturing as part of the
ensuring the munitions it was manufacturing as part of the
ZDUHIIRUWZHUHRIDVXIƓFLHQWO\KLJKVWDQGDUG:KLOHWKH
ZDUHIIRUWZHUHRIDVXIƓFLHQWO\KLJKVWDQGDUG :KLOHWKH
PXQLWLRQVZHUHEHLQJPDQXIDFWXUHGWRVSHFLƓFVWDQGDUGV
PXQLWLRQVZHUHEHLQJPDQXIDFWXUHGWRVSHFLƓFVWDQGDUGV
and subsequently tested, there were reported incidents that
and subsequently tested, there were reported incidents that
raised concerns about the competence of the facility that
raised concerns about the competence of the facility that
conducted the test.
conducted the test.
Prior to the outbreak of World War II, practically all
Prior to the outbreak of World War II, practically all
equipment and supplies for Australia's Navy, Army and Air
equipment and supplies for Australia's Navy, Army and Air
Force were produced overseas or in factories operated
Force were produced overseas or in factories operated
by the Commonwealth Government. Testing of the
by the Commonwealth Government. Testing of the
VSHFLƓFDWLRQVRIHTXLSPHQWDQGVXSSOLHVZHUHODUJHO\
VSHFLƓFDWLRQVRIHTXLSPHQWDQGVXSSOLHVZHUHODUJHO\
performed by the Melbourne based Munitions Supply
performed by the Melbourne based Munitions Supply
Laboratories (MSL), within the Department of Defence.
Laboratories (MSL), within the Department of Defence.
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After the outbreak of war in September 1939, the enormous
After the outbreak of war in September 1939, the enormous
increase in demand for defence equipment and supplies
increase in demand for defence equipment and supplies
overwhelmed the MSL. The Commonwealth Government's
overwhelmed the MSL. The Commonwealth Government's
factories could not cope and a substantial proportion of
factories could not cope and a substantial proportion of
Australia’s manufacturing capacities were converted to
Australia’s manufacturing capacities were converted to
the war economy and resources diverted to help produce
the war economy and resources diverted to help produce
defence equipment and supplies.
defence equipment and supplies.
For example, the Melbourne City Council Electric Supply
For example, the Melbourne City Council Electric Supply
Department was delegated the responsibility to
Department was delegated the responsibility to
manufacture and test a range of electrical equipment for
manufacture and test a range of electrical equipment for
the defence services. While the equipment was assembled
the defence services. While the equipment was assembled
in its workshops and tested in its laboratories, it also subin its workshops and tested in its laboratories, it also subcontracted work to many Melbourne manufacturers. In a
contracted work to many Melbourne manufacturers. In a
typical example, the armatures for generators were wound
typical example, the armatures for generators were wound
in a factory which manufactured jewellery in peacetime.
in a factory which manufactured jewellery in peacetime.
At the same time, MSL was called on to undertake urgent
At the same time, MSL was called on to undertake urgent
research and investigational work into the production
research and investigational work into the production
of specialised equipment such as anti-gas respirators.
of specialised equipment such as anti-gas respirators.
This production of new equipment involved more timeThis production of new equipment involved more timeFRQVXPLQJVSHFLƓFDWLRQWHVWLQJ
FRQVXPLQJVSHFLƓFDWLRQWHVWLQJ
Our milestones
milestones of
of the
the past
past 7years
70 years
Our
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The Approved Test House Scheme – a precursor to NATA
,WEHFDPHFOHDUWKDWDOORIWKHVSHFLƓFDWLRQWHVWLQJFRXOG

2QHRUPRUHRIƓFHUVIURP06/DQG1DWLRQDO6WDQGDUGV

delegated to other laboratories yet there were concerns

facilities and procedures. In most instances these

not be carried out at MSL. Much of this work had to be

about the competence of those laboratories. An answer was
found in the concept of the 'Approved Test House Scheme'.
Under the scheme, manufacturers assisting with the war
effort could become an approved test house for the
manufactured equipment.

2Q-XO\UHSUHVHQWDWLYHVRIWKH06/WKH1DWLRQDO
Standards Laboratory and the Australian Chemical

Institute, agreed that the test houses would be assessed
and supervised by the MSL (Chemical Analysis and
Measurement of Gauges) and National Standards
Laboratory (Mechanical Testing).

Management of the scheme was entrusted to a senior
MSL chemist, Mr Edward Allan Goode, the Manager

of the Approved War-Time Test House Scheme, who

subsequently was a major contributor to development

of the technical criteria and assessment procedures for
NATA's laboratory accreditation system.

Laboratories (NSL) visited test houses to assess their
assessments concentrated on:

1. 7KHTXDOLƓFDWLRQVDQGH[SHULHQFHRIVWDII
2. The suitability of the equipment including, where
relevant, its calibration status;

3. The system for checking and recording of test results; and
4. The test procedures, especially when the test results
were dependent on the test procedure.

7KH6FKHPHUHVXOWHGLQDVLJQLƓFDQWLPSURYHPHQWLQWKH
quality of products supplied to the defence forces. With

the reassurance that the test houses had been approved
and supervised by an independent third party, the test
reports were readily accepted.

Duplication of testing was avoided and considerable
time was saved in the delivery of equipment and
supplies to the defence services.

At its peak, the 'Approved Test House Scheme' (Scheme)
had 160 approved test houses.

1
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The quality assurance continues post-war
7KH&RXQFLOIRU6FLHQWLƓFDQG,QGXVWULDO5HVHDUFK UHQDPHG&6,52LQ UHFRJQLVHGWKHYDOXHRIWKH6FKHPHDQG
the possibility of its wider application. In April 1945 it established an Advisory Committee led by a core group of

UHVSHFWHGHQJLQHHUVLQFOXGLQJ0U*HUDOG/LJKWIRRW6LU-RKQ0DGVHQDQG0U5D\QHU+HEEOHZKLWHWRH[SORUHWKHFR
ordination of testing.

On 27 November 1945 the committee hosted representatives from the Commonwealth and State governments at a
conference on the coordination of testing services. Fifty-two delegates attended – 25 from the Commonwealth, 24
representing the States and Territories and three from the Standards Association of Australia.

At that conference, it was resolved that a body called the National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) be formed.

RESOLUTIONS
7KDWWKLV&RQIHUHQFHLVRIRSLQLRQWKDWWKHGHVLUHGREMHFWLYHFRXOGEHREWDLQHGE\IRUPDWLRQRQDSXUHO\YROXQWDU\
EDVLVRID8QLRQRIWHVWLQJODERUDWRULHVZKLFKGHVLUHWRFROODERUDWHLQWKHZRUN6XFKODERUDWRULHVZRXOGUHWDLQWKHLU
SUHVHQWDXWRQRP\DQGZRXOGFRQWLQXHWRSHUIRUPWKHLUH[LVWLQJIXQFWLRQVEXWLQDGGLWLRQZRXOGEHOLFHQVHGWR

HQGRUVHFHUWLƓFDWHVRIWHVWZKLFKZRXOGKDYH&RPPRQZHDOWKZLGHUHFRJQLWLRQLQGLFDWLQJWKDWVXFKWHVWVKDGEHHQ
FDUULHGRXWLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKSURFHGXUHVDJUHHGRQE\PHPEHUVRIWKH8QLRQ

7KDWWKHDXWKRULW\UHIHUUHGWRLQUHVROXWLRQ  DERYHDVD8QLRQRI7HVWLQJ/DERUDWRULHVDUHNQRZQDVWKH1DWLRQDO
$VVRFLDWLRQRI7HVWLQJ$XWKRULWLHV
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Formation underway
In the following 14 months, the committee produced a draft constitution and sought Commonwealth Government

support of the conference resolutions. The Federal cabinet approved the resolutions, committed to funding the new

RUJDQLVDWLRQDQGDSSRLQWHGUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVWRWKHQHZDVVRFLDWLRQ7KHWKHQ3ULPH0LQLVWHU0U%HQ&KLŴH\ZURWHWR
the various State and Territory governments to seek their appointment of representatives.

THE REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED TO COUNCIL OF THE NEW NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TESTING AUTHORITIES WERE:
Commonwealth

0U*HUDOG/LJKWIRRWIURP&RXQFLOIRU6FLHQWLƓFDQG,QGXVWULDO5HVHDUFK &6,5
Mr Harold P Breen from the Department of Post-War Reconstruction
Dr Cecil E Eddy from the Department of Health

New South Wales:

Mr P C Pecover

Queensland:

Professor Roger William Hawken

South Australia:

Professor Sir Kerr Grant

Victoria:

0U:5 %LOO -HZHOO

Western Australia:

Professor Alexander David Ross

Associated Chambers of Manufactures:

Mr M T W (Marshall) Eady
0U:ŏ5D\QHUŐ+HEEOHZKLWH

Standards Association of Australia:

State Committees (appointed by State Governments)

Mr R A Holloway (NSW), H P Singleton (Qld), R M Wigg (SA),

Professor Ernest Edgar Kurth (Tas), E Bate (Vic), D B Sugden (WA)

Co-opted

1
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3URIHVVRU6LU-RKQ0DGVHQ

Mr A E Dawkins, Chief Superintendent, MSL
Mr A E (Ernest) Dawkins

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

NATA’s first meeting
7KHƓUVWPHHWLQJRIWKH1$7$&RXQFLOZDVKHOGRQDQG)HEUXDU\
1947 at the CSIR headquarter in East Melbourne, Victoria.

The Council appointed Mr Gerald Lightfoot as its Chairman and Sir
-RKQ0DGVHQDVLWV9LFH&KDLUPDQ,WDOVRDSSRLQWHGDQ([HFXWLYH
Committee comprised of Messrs Lightfoot, Madsen, Hebblewhite,
Eady and Dawkins.

The new association was to provide a national testing service to
7ZRRIWKHSULQFLSDOSOD\HUVLQWKHHDUO\KLVWRU\RIWKH
$VVRFLDWLRQ0U)UDQN1LFKROOV OHIW DQG0U*HUDOG
/LJKWIRRW FHQWUH PHHWZLWK0U,DQ&OXQLHV5RVV

Australia and would span all technical, industrial and geographical
areas of the country7KHZRUOG VƓUVWQDWLRQDOODERUDWRU\

accreditation system had commenced its operations.

:K\GLG$XVWUDOLDHVWDEOLVKLWVV\VWHPVRPDQ\\HDUVLQDGYDQFHRI
RWKHUFRXQWULHV"
Former NATA employee and historian, Mr Keith Stanton, maintained the two key factors were:
1. The talents and energy of three distinguished Australian engineers - Messrs Lightfoot, Madsen and Hebblewhite -

ZKRRYHUPDQ\\HDUVZHUHGHWHUPLQHGWRƓQGWKHPRVWDSSURSULDWHDUUDQJHPHQWIRUUHFRJQLWLRQRIWHVWGRFXPHQWV
throughout Australia.

2. The success of the Approved Test House Scheme, introduced in 1940, as it demonstrated that it was possible to
operate a nationwide laboratory accreditation scheme in Australia.
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Our milestones of the past 7 years

1
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Why
Why has
has it
it been
been so
so successful?
successful?

One of the great strengths of the Australian accreditation model, according to former NATA Chairman, Dr Barry Inglis,
One of the great strengths of the Australian accreditation model, according to former NATA Chairman, Dr Barry Inglis,
LVWKDW1$7$FDPHRXWRIWKH$XVWUDOLDQ&RXQFLOIRU6FLHQWLƓFDQG,QGXVWULDO5HVHDUFKDQGWKH1DWLRQDO6WDQGDUGV
LVWKDW1$7$FDPHRXWRIWKH$XVWUDOLDQ&RXQFLOIRU6FLHQWLƓFDQG,QGXVWULDO5HVHDUFKDQGWKH1DWLRQDO6WDQGDUGV
/DERUDWRU\ŏ:HJUHZRXWRIWKHVDPHFXOWXUHDQGWKLVHQJHQGHUVDZRQGHUIXOFXOWXUHRIWUXVWDQGFRQƓGHQFH :HZRUN
/DERUDWRU\ŏ:HJUHZRXWRIWKHVDPHFXOWXUHDQGWKLVHQJHQGHUVDZRQGHUIXOFXOWXUHRIWUXVWDQGFRQƓGHQFH:HZRUN
together with the strong belief in the contribution we are making to consumer safety, health and international trade.”
together with the strong belief in the contribution we are making to consumer safety, health and international trade.”
PIONEERS – THE FOUNDING FATHERS
PIONEERS – THE FOUNDING FATHERS
NATA wishes to acknowledge the enthusiasm and hard work of a small group of people during the formation period 1947 to 1953.
NATA wishes to acknowledge the enthusiasm and hard work of a small group of people during the formation period 1947 to 1953.
Ř 0U*HUDOG/LJKWIRRWŊLQDXJXUDO&KDLUPDQRI1$7$&RXQFLOQLQH\HDULQYROYHPHQWXQWLOKLVUHWLUHPHQW
Ř 0U*HUDOG/LJKWIRRWŊLQDXJXUDO&KDLUPDQRI1$7$&RXQFLOQLQH\HDULQYROYHPHQWXQWLOKLVUHWLUHPHQW
Ř 0U:5 %LOO -HZHOOŊIRUPHU&KDLUPDQRI1$7$&RXQFLO\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 0U:5 %LOO -HZHOOŊIRUPHU&KDLUPDQRI1$7$&RXQFLO\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 6LU-RKQ0DGVHQŊLQDXJXUDO9LFH&KDLUPDQIRXU\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 6LU-RKQ0DGVHQŊLQDXJXUDO9LFH&KDLUPDQIRXU\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 0U$( (UQHVW 'DZNLQVŊIRUPHU&KDLUPDQ\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 0U$( (UQHVW 'DZNLQVŊIRUPHU&KDLUPDQ\HDULQYROYHPHQW

Ř 0U07 : 0DUVKDOO (DV\ŊUHSUHVHQWHGWKHSULYDWHVHFWRUWKURXJKWKH$VVRFLDWHG&KDPEHUVRI0DQXIDFWXUHVRI $XVWUDOLD
Ř 0U07: 0DUVKDOO (DV\ŊUHSUHVHQWHGWKHSULYDWHVHFWRUWKURXJKWKH$VVRFLDWHG&KDPEHUVRI0DQXIDFWXUHVRI$XVWUDOLD
(ACMA) until his passing in 1947
(ACMA) until his passing in 1947
Ř 0U:5 5D\QHU +HEEOHZKLWH2%(ŊHLJKW\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 0U:5 5D\QHU +HEEOHZKLWH2%(ŊHLJKW\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 3URIHVVRU$OH[DQGHU'DYLG5RVV&%(Ŋ\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 3URIHVVRU$OH[DQGHU'DYLG5RVV&%(Ŋ\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 0U)* )UDQN 1LFKROOVŊWZR\HDULQYROYHPHQW
Ř 0U)* )UDQN 1LFKROOVŊWZR\HDULQYROYHPHQW

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

Our milestones of the past 70 years
Our milestones of the past 7 years

2
2

Foundations put in place: 1947-1948
Our founders had a clear vision and its framework
continues to this day.

The NATA constitution of 1946 stated that NATA's

prime objective was: "To organise a national service

which will provide testing facilities to meet the needs of
Government, industry and commerce and thus assist in

maintaining the products of industry at a high standard".
$WLWVVHFRQGPHHWLQJRQ-XQHWKH1$7$
Council decided that:

1. 7KHRUJDQLVDWLRQōVƓHOGVRIWHVWLQJZRXOGEH
Ř Chemical Analysis (extended by Council in 1948 to

Chemical Testing)

Ř Mechanical Testing
Ř Metrology (referred to now as Calibration)
Ř Electrical Testing (referred to now as Inspection)
Ř Pyrometry (referred to now as Non-destructive Testing)
Ř Photometry
Ř Industrial Radiography (Non-destructive Testing)
Ř Testing of Biological Products (in 1953 renamed

2. A national Registration Advisory Committee (later
called Accreditation Advisory Committees) be

HVWDEOLVKHGIRUHDFKƓHOGRIWHVWLQJWRSUHVFULEH
the criteria for accreditation and to investigate
compliance of laboratories with the criteria.

3. Each Registration Advisory Committee be authorised
to appoint panels of assessors to investigate
compliance of laboratories with the criteria.

4. Invitations be issued to laboratories to apply for
accreditation.

5. $FKLHIH[HFXWLYHRIƓFHUEHDSSRLQWHGZLWKWKHWLWOH

RI5HJLVWUDUDQGWKDWWKHDVVRFLDWLRQōVKHDGRIƓFHEH
located in Sydney.

In October 1947, the Executive Committee appointed
FLYLOHQJLQHHU0U59)(OGULGJHDVWKHƓUVW5HJLVWUDU
of NATA. Electrical engineer, Mr Keith Stanton, was

appointed Secretary of the Victorian State Committee.
7KHIROORZLQJ\HDU1$7$PRYHGLWVKHDGRIƓFHIURP
CSIR in East Melbourne to the National Standards
Laboratory at the University of Sydney. The new

5HJLVWUDWLRQ$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHHVKHOGWKHLUƓUVW
meetings in late 1947 and early 1948.

Biological Testing).
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At those and subsequent meetings, the committees

At its meeting in April 1948, the NATA Council decided

and prepared detailed lists of classes of test.

bear the following emblem and endorsement.

GHYHORSHGVSHFLƓFFULWHULDIRUDFFUHGLWDWLRQLQWKHLUƓHOGV

that all test reports issued in the name of NATA should

%\WKHHQGRI1$7$KDGLWVVWUXFWXUHLQSODFHDQGKDGGHƓQHGLWVJHQHUDOFULWHULDIRUWKHDFFUHGLWDWLRQRIODERUDWRULHV

The formative years
The initial years were busy and challenging with their
fair share of stressful periods.

Mr Frank Monaghan was appointed Registrar in
November 1950 to replace Mr Eldridge and his

appointment marked the dawn of three decades of
consistent administrative leadership.

Both Mr Monaghan and Mr Stanton continued as NATA’s

,Q6HSWHPEHU1$7$SXEOLVKHGLWVƓUVW5HJLVWHU
of Laboratories (the forerunner of NATA’s Find a Lab

Directory of accredited laboratories). The Register listed
42 accredited laboratories.

By the end of 1953, the teething period of establishing
a new association was over and from then on NATA
experienced steady progress.

senior executives until Frank’s retirement in 1979. Mr

At this time there was little knowledge outside of

NATA's longest-serving staff member who participated

the pioneering work of NATA.

Stanton remained until 1985 and is highly respected as
in many of the critical milestones that marked NATA’s

Australia of the concept of laboratory accreditation and

growth.
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1960s: Promoting laboratory accreditation
Prior to the 1960s, promotion of NATA accreditation had been through word

of mouth with honorary State representatives of the Council spreading the word.
Some were better at promoting the concept of accreditation than

others. Consequently there was an imbalance in the type and location of
laboratories accredited.

7RFRUUHFWWKHEDODQFHLQ1$7$LVVXHGLWVƓUVWSURPRWLRQDOEURFKXUH

'Testing in industry and commerce'. The brochure was distributed to testing
authorities and potential users of NATA endorsed reports.

Demand for accreditation from testing laboratories mirrored the post-war

growth in the Australian economy. There was growth in applications for the
accreditation of laboratories involved in:

Ř 7KHPLQLQJLQGXVWU\LQSDUWLFXODUH[SORUDWLRQPLQHUDOH[WUDFWLRQDQGUHƓQHU\
Ř &KHPLFDOLQGXVWU\ZLWKUHVSHFWWRWKHPDQXIDFWXUHRISODVWLFVV\QWKHWLF
ƓEUHVUXEEHUFKHPLFDOVIHUWLOLVHUVSDLQWVDGKHVLYHVDQGHOHFWULFDO
products

Ř 7KHPRWRUYHKLFOHLQGXVWU\
Ř )RRGTXDOLW\LQFOXGLQJWHVWVRQGDLU\SURGXFWVWREHH[SRUWHGWR-DSDQ
Ř 3ROOXWLRQFRQWURO
Ř 7HVWLQJUHTXLULQJFOHDQURRPDQGDLUEDODQFLQJ
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%\WKHHDUO\V1$7$ōVPDLQƓHOGVRIDFFUHGLWDWLRQ

assessment team member to be on the barge and have

PHFKDQLFDOWHVWLQJDQGLQ-XQH1$7$OLVWHG

RIWKHZHOGSURFHVVWKHƓOPYLHZWKHƓOPDQGLVVXH

for testing laboratories involved chemical testing and
accredited laboratories, 75% of which were private
sector laboratories.

,QLWLDOO\ODERUDWRULHVZHUHUHDVVHVVHGHYHU\ƓYH\HDUV

the testing equipment in position, take the radiographs
the test report. NATA accepted this challenge and the
circumferential welds on the seabed in Bass Strait are
covered by NATA endorsed test reports.

This was reduced to every two years by the NATA

NATA did not expect to be involved in medical testing.

in some accredited laboratories.

General Hospital, Heidelberg, Victoria and the

Council in 1970 as visits were disclosing major changes
Many of the applications put forward by laboratories
were not foreseen by NATA’s founders such as the

demand for testing mobile laboratories and temporary
laboratories and the call for 'on the spot' interim test
reports.

When oil and gas was discovered in Bass Strait in

1967, large diameter steel pipes were delivered to

barges in Bass Strait, where the pipes were joined by

circumferential welds and lowered onto the seabed. The
authorities decided that NATA endorsed test reports

However, the Chief Pathologist of the Repatriation
proprietor of Chelmer Diagnostic Laboratories,

Melbourne, Victoria had other ideas. They applied for
accreditation of their laboratories in 1954 and 1959

respectively for a comprehensive range of pathology

WHVWV1$7$DFFRPPRGDWHGWKHVHWHVWVZLWKLQLWVƓHOGV

of Chemical Testing and Biological Testing and secured
the services of eminent practitioners as assessors. Both
laboratories were granted accreditation.

This was 30 years before the majority of medical testing
facilities in Australia were to become accredited.

should be provided for the radiographic examinations
of the circumferential welds. This required the NATA

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS
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Late 1960s & 1970s: growing recognition and demand for state,
national and international assistance
During 1970’s communication with members improved with the publication of NATA News, the Annual Directory of

DFFUHGLWHGODERUDWRULHVDQGWKHƓUVWTechnical Notes. Australia-wide symposia and seminars on laboratory management
grew in number and later morphed into training courses. Exposure was also gained through advertising NATA services
in professional and technical journals.

State and National
By the mid-1970’s State and Federal Governments showed their support of NATA:
Ř

'LUHFWO\WKURXJKHQFRXUDJLQJRUVSHFLI\LQJRQ1$7$HQGRUVHGWHVWUHSRUWVIRUFHUWDLQDFWLYLWLHVDQG

Ř

,QGLUHFWO\WKURXJKOHJLVODWLRQLQDUHDVVXFKDVDLUTXDOLW\ZDWHUUHVRXUFHVLQGXVWULDOQRLVHDQGPRWRUYHKLFOHVDIHW\

International
From the 1960s onwards, other countries started

In 1968, NATA Registrar Mr Frank Monaghan was invited

accreditation systems.

of laboratory accreditation and the operations of NATA.

followed NATA’s lead in establishing their own

In the early 1960s, Dr Paul Dean from the National

Physical Laboratory of the United Kingdom visited

NATA to observe its operations prior to establishing the

Four years later NZ established the Testing Laboratory
Registration Council (Telarc) with NATA staff member,
0U-RKQ*LOPRXUDSSRLQWHGDVLWVƓUVWGLUHFWRU

British equivalent, while the British Calibration Service - a

In 1973 Denmark established a national scheme that was

services to industry and consumer - adopted

NATA received numerous inquiries and visitors from

government scheme set up to approve measurement
NATA criteria.



by the New Zealand Government to explain the concept

Our milestones of the past 7 years

similar to the NATA model and throughout the decade
national measurement bodies in the USA and Europe.
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Beginnings of an international body
The global interest in the accreditation of laboratories

resulted in the convening of an international forum in 1977.
The International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation
(ILAC) conference hosted in Copenhagen, Denmark

on 25 to 28 October 1977 brought together laboratory
accreditation bodies from around the world. They

contributed their ideas on harmonising standards
of laboratory accreditation throughout the world

and removing technical barriers to trade. Mr Frank
Monaghan was a founding contributor.

Two years later, NATA hosted the second ILAC
conference in Australia at a critical time in the

Former NATA Chairman, Dr Barry Inglis recalls that NATA
was one of the driving forces behind the signing of the
,/$&DQGODWHU$VLD3DFLƓF/DERUDWRU\$FFUHGLWDWLRQ

&RQIHUHQFH0XWXDO5HFRJQLWLRQ$UUDQJHPHQWVŏ1$7$
saw this as a way of establishing one place of testing
accepted by all so that, for example, a test report or
FHUWLƓFDWHLVVXHGE\D1$7$DFFUHGLWHGODERUDWRU\

should be recognised by bodies around the world. This
thinking has facilitated world trade.”

This contribution in a global context was made possible
by Commonwealth Government funding from the
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science.

development of international cooperation. In the

following decade, we became one of the world’s leading
contributors to the development of an international
community of national accreditation organisations.

In 1996 through a formal charter, ILAC established a
network of mutual recognition agreements among

accreditation bodies. In 2000, its membership of 36
laboratory accreditation bodies from 28 economies
worldwide, signed the ILAC Mutual Recognition

Arrangement in Washington DC, USA to promote the
acceptance of technical test and calibration data for
exported goods.

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS
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1980s: Domestic front
As the Australian economy expanded so too did NATA. A new Corporate Plan for the organisation realised:
Ř

7KHRSHQLQJRIQHZEUDQFKRIƓFHVLQ3HUWK  %ULVEDQH  DQG$GHODLGH  

Ř

$SURƓFLHQF\WHVWLQJVFKHPHZKLFKODWHUOHGWRWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWRIWKHVXEVLGLDU\3URƓFLHQF\7HVWLQJ$XVWUDOLD

Ř

)RUPDOWUDLQLQJSURJUDPVIRU7HFKQLFDO$VVHVVRUV  ODERUDWRU\PDQDJHUV  DQGTXDOLW\SUDFWLWLRQHUV
(1989/90). These programs attracted international enrolments.

Taking the lead – proficiency testing and international
advisory services
3URILFLHQF\WHVWLQJ

,Q1$7$VHWXSWKHƓHOGRISURƓFLHQF\WHVWLQJ

This later led to the development of an international

standard ISO17043 - Conformity assessment: General
UHTXLUHPHQWVIRUSURƓFLHQF\WHVWLQJ

3URƓFLHQF\WHVWLQJSOD\HGDQLPSRUWDQWUROHLQWZRPDMRU
health areas during the 1980s:
Ř

Inspection Service, and

Russell, was the inaugural

– a scheme through which like
groups of laboratories are

Ř

7KHHVWLPDWLRQRIDLUERUQHDVEHVWRVGXVWLQ
conjunction with Worksafe Australia.

compared and the differences as to why one laboratory is

These collaborations between NATA and Government

testing gave testing laboratories additional assurance.

Commonwealth.

PRUHSURƓFLHQWWKDQDQRWKHUFDQEHLGHQWLƓHG3URƓFLHQF\



with the Australian Government Analytical

Laboratories and the Australian Quarantine and

NATA employee, Mr Anthony
PDQDJHURISURƓFLHQF\WHVWLQJ

3HVWLFLGHUHVLGXHVLQPHDWRUJDQLVHGLQFRQMXQFWLRQ
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authorities did much to strengthen our ties with the
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,QWHUQDWLRQDODGYLVRU\DQGFDSDFLW\EXLOGLQJ
With formal training programs in place, NATA was ready to take its knowledge and skills internationally.
+DYLQJVHWXSWKHSURƓFLHQF\WHVWLQJSURJUDP0U$QWKRQ\5XVVHOOZDVWKHQDSSRLQWHGWRWKHUROHRILQDXJXUDO

international projects manager in 1983. The role involved developing NATA as an international advisory service
provider available to help other countries establish laboratory accreditation schemes.

2QHRIWKHƓUVWHQJDJHPHQWVZDVWRFROODERUDWHZLWKWKH+RQJ.RQJ*RYHUQPHQWWRHVWDEOLVKWKH+RQJ.RQJ

accreditation scheme. Similar projects in Papua New Guinea, Singapore, Turkey and Brazil followed. In the past three

GHFDGHV1$7$KDVDOVRFROODERUDWHGZLWKJRYHUQPHQWDJHQFLHVLQ-DSDQ&KLQD7KDLODQG0DOD\VLD6LQJDSRUHDQG
Vietnam to deepen accreditation as part of the technical infrastructure.

In addition, our training programs were delivered overseas in Asia, Europe and US and were hosted for international
visitors and delegates at NATA’s headquarters.

Continued domestic expansion of testing programs
0LQLQJ
Australia’s mining boom of the late 1970s and early 1980s witnessed a surge in the accreditation of laboratories in the
PLQHUDOUHVRXUFHVDUHD1$7$LQFUHDVHGLWVŴH[LELOLW\WRFDWHUIRUWKHUHPRWHUHJLRQVRIWKHVHODERUDWRULHV

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS
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0HGLFDO
In 1982 the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia (RCPA)
through the Department of Health called on NATA to examine
the accreditation of pathology facilities throughout Australia.
A year later, NATA and RCPA established its joint medical
testing program to accredit pathology facilities. The

Commonwealth Government, as well as NSW and Victorian

governments, then engaged NATA to undertake an Australiawide program of accreditation of pathology laboratories.
Five years later the passage of the +HDOWK/HJLVODWLRQ

Amendment Act 1987 set up a new legislative framework for

the operation of pathology laboratories. In close collaboration
with RCPA, NATA further built up its knowledge base of the
requirements of a well functioning pathology laboratory,

drafted those requirements and assembled a specialised team
of Technical Assessors.

At the time there were no international standards. It was

1$7$ōVZRUNLQWKHƓHOGWKDWODWHUOHGWR1$7$SOD\LQJDQ
advisory role in the drafting of the international standard

ISO15189: Medical laboratories - Requirements for quality and
FRPSHWHQFH

By 1990, more than 300 medical facilities were accredited by
7HVWLQJ(TXLSPHQWXVHGLQPHGLFDOODEV

NATA. The current number of accredited medical facilities
exceeds 700.
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$JULFXOWXUH
The Australian Wool Surveillance Authority (AWSA) was established in 1988, following an approach by the Australian

Wool Corporation for NATA to accept a leading role in the surveillance of wool display, sampling and testing facilities

WKURXJKRXW$XVWUDOLD7KHDFFUHGLWDWLRQRIZRROIDFLOLWLHVE\1$7$ZDVDLPHGDWHQKDQFLQJLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRQƓGHQFHLQ
Australia's system of sampling, testing and showing greasy wool for export.

7KLVPDQGDWRU\SURJUDPVDZWKHSURFHVVLQJDQGUHJLVWUDWLRQRIPRUHWKDQZRRORUJDQLVDWLRQVGXULQJ$:6$ VƓUVW
full year of operation. This remarkable achievement was a result of the high level of cooperation between NATA and
the wool industry.

1980s: Era of international mutual recognition and national interest

0XWXDOUHFRJQLWLRQDUUDQJHPHQWV

Arising from ILAC was the establishment of a series of mutual
recognition arrangements with national accreditation bodies
in Australia’s overseas markets. Through these agreements,

Australian test results of products were recognised overseas. This
negated the need for re-testing of the product in the importing
country. Respectively and in return, Australia accepted the test
results of products of exporting countries.

2XUƓUVWPXWXDOUHFRJQLWLRQDUUDQJHPHQWZDVZLWK1HZ=HDODQGōV
Testing Laboratory Registration Council (Telarc) in 1981. We now
have agreements with more than 30 countries.
1$7$&KDLUPDQ(ULF%RQGVLJQLQJWKH$JUHHPHQW
ZDWFKHGE\3URIHVVRU5)0H\HU'U,DQ6KHDUHU
-RKQ*LOPRXU0U5+LQHVDQG'U-DFN+*DUVLGH

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS
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*URZWKLQ&RPPRQZHDOWK*RYHUQPHQWLQWHUHVW
As the national interest relied on the competent testing

Through the Commonwealth’s Committee of Inquiry into

in the quality of those tests led to a number of public

the Australian Government conducted its most extensive

by laboratories, Commonwealth Government interest
inquiries.

The outcomes of the 1984 Inquiry into Commonwealth
Laboratories were summarised in The Ross Report. It
recommended that all Commonwealth government

laboratories and non-government laboratories seeking

Australia’s Standards and Conformance Infrastructure,

review to date of Australia’s standards and conformance
infrastructure. The resulting Kean Report recognised

NATA as Australia’s national accreditor of laboratories

and led to a revised MOU between the Commonwealth
and NATA signed in 1998.

to do business with the Commonwealth should have
NATA accreditation.

A 1986 inquiry conducted by the Committee of Review
of Standards, Accreditation and Quality Control and
Assurance resulted in The Foley Report. The report

UHFRJQLVHGWKHVLJQLƓFDQWFRQWULEXWLRQPDGHE\1$7$

to laboratory accreditation in Australia and wider impact
of NATA’s achievements in terms of the national good.
As recommended by The Foley Report, that same

year, NATA was appointed by the Commonwealth
Government as the national authority in Australia

for monitoring compliance with OECD Principles of
*RRG/DERUDWRU\3UDFWLFH1$7$XQGHUWRRNLWVƓUVW
accreditations in this area in 1991.
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)URP5LJKW%RE0LWFKHOO 6WDQGDUGV$XVWUDOLD 6HQDWRU%XWWRQ
.HYLQ&DVKPDQ %ODFN 'HFNHU 0LFN5\DQ 1$7$
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1990s: Beginnings of an Asia Pacific forum
The idea of a forum for laboratory accreditation bodies
LQWKH$VLD3DFLƓFUHJLRQZDVLQLWLDWHGLQ,WZDV
formalised through a MOU for the establishment of

WKH$VLD3DFLƓF/DERUDWRU\$FFUHGLWDWLRQ&RRSHUDWLRQ
(APLAC) in April 1995. Representatives from 16

HFRQRPLHVLQWKH$VLD3DFLƓFUHJLRQVLJQHGWKH
memorandum.

NATA contributed strategic
support and resources to
the establishment of this
forum whose members

include many of Australia’s
principal trading partners.
Its primary aim was to develop and expand mutual

recognition arrangements among accreditation bodies
in the region to facilitate trade.

Progress commenced with the inaugural signing of the
1997 Mutual Recognition Arrangement (APLAC MRA),
with seven accreditation bodies signing the MRA for

testing and calibration. Since then, the MRA has been
UHVLJQHGWRLQFOXGHRWKHUƓHOGVVXFKDV

Ř

,QVSHFWLRQLQ1RYHPEHU

Ř

7KHQHZLQWHUQDWLRQDOVWDQGDUGIRUPHGLFDO

Ř

5HIHUHQFHPDWHULDOSURGXFHUVLQ'HFHPEHU

Ř

3URƓFLHQF\WHVWLQJSURYLGHUVLQ-XQH

laboratories (ISO 15189) in April 2007

There are currently 37 signatories to the APLAC MRA.

To maintain membership, the signatories evaluate one

another every four years to ensure that as accreditation
bodies all members are following best practice.

More recently, NATA staff have conducted evaluations
RQWKHDFFUHGLWDWLRQERGLHVLQ-DSDQ  5XVVLD

(2016), USA (2016, 2017) and South Africa (2017). NATA

passed its own evaluations conducted in 2011 and 2015.
$3/$&LVUHFRJQLVHGE\WKH$VLD3DFLƓF(FRQRPLF

&RRSHUDWLRQ $3(& DVRQHRIƓYHVSHFLDOLVWUHJLRQDO
bodies that support the work of the APEC SubCommittee on Standards and Conformance.

Its work on mutual recognition arrangements and the

removal of the need for re-testing was recognised by the
JRYHUQPHQWVWKDWVLJQHGWKH7UDQV3DFLƓF3DUWQHUVKLS
trade agreement in 2016.

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS
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By 1990, NATA had accredited 2,000 laboratories across Australia. With its
ongoing growth then Chairman Mr Cliff Baker and Vice-Chairman Dr Lew
Davies embarked on a major turning point for the organisation - the

8QYHLOLQJWKHSODTXH /WR5 0U-RKQ*LOPRXU
1$7$ V&KLHI([HFXWLYH 6HQDWRU-RKQ
%XWWRQDQG0U&OLII%DNHU 1$7$&KDLUPDQ

SXUFKDVHRI1$7$ōVKHDGRIƓFHLQ5KRGHV6\GQH\7KHSXUFKDVHJDYH

1$7$LWVƓUVWPDMRULQYHVWPHQWLQDSK\VLFDODVVHWVLQFHLWVHVWDEOLVKPHQW
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([SDQVLRQLQWRFHUWLILFDWLRQ
The quality movement of the mid to late 1980s brought numerous member approaches to expand NATA’s
DFFUHGLWDWLRQDFWLYLWLHVWRLQFOXGHTXDOLW\V\VWHPVFHUWLƓFDWLRQ

,QUHVSRQVH1$7$FRPPHQFHGRIIHULQJFHUWLƓFDWLRQWRQDWLRQDODQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOTXDOLW\

standards in 1990. The growth rate of this program was phenomenal. It led to the formation
RIWKH1$7$VXEVLGLDU\1$7$&HUWLƓFDWLRQ6HUYLFHV,QWHUQDWLRQDO 1&6, LQ

%\RUJDQLVDWLRQVKDGDFKLHYHGFHUWLƓFDWLRQDQG1$7$ōVVWDIILQWKLVDUHDKDG
increased ten-fold in the same period.

Continued expansion of accreditation fields
New international standards, Commonwealth legislation

The early 1990s saw an increase in accreditation of

GHPDQGVVDZ1$7$ōVWUDGLWLRQDODFFUHGLWDWLRQƓHOGV

accreditation was for laboratories involved in activities

and government policies as well as changing industry
adapt accordingly.

The release of the ISO/IEC Guide 25: General

laboratories involved in environmental testing. This

such as soil and water testing, air monitoring and the
analysis of stack gas emissions.

requirements for the competence of calibration and

In 1991 the Australian Quarantine and Inspection

in 1990, resulted in a review of NATA’s own laboratory

of the US Food and Drug Administration in assessing

WHVWLQJODERUDWRULHV (the forerunner of ISO/IEC 17025)
accreditation procedures and NATA’s publication the
QHZ*HQHUDO5HTXLUHPHQWVIRU5HJLVWUDWLRQ in 1992.

The new NATA requirements harmonised the Australian
system with international requirements.

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

Services engaged NATA to satisfy the requirements
VKHOOƓVKLPSRUWHGIURP$XVWUDOLDE\WKH86$

When the National Institute of Forensic Science was

IRUPHGLQRQHRILWVƓUVWDJHQGDLWHPVZDVWR

establish an accreditation program for its laboratories.
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A steering committee chaired by Mr Alastair Ross, inaugural director
of the Institute and NATA Chair 2011 to 2016, was formed to
develop a joint accreditation program for forensic science.

In conjunction with the Construction Materials Focus Group, in 1993
NATA introduced a construction materials testers accreditation

program. Initially limited to the testing of concrete, the program

H[SDQGHGZLWKLQƓYH\HDUVWRLQFOXGHƓHOGZRUNFRYHULQJELQGHUV
aggregates and bitumen.

In 1999, NATA expanded its accreditation to laboratories in the
ƓHOGVRIGLDJQRVWLFLPDJLQJUHVHDUFKDQGGHYHORSPHQWDQG
defence materials.

0LNH*OHGGRQ OHIW 1$7$&KDLUPDQVLJQLQJWKH0R8ZLWK
0U$QGUHZ7KRPVRQ ULJKW )HGHUDO0LQLVWHUIRU6SRUWDQG7RXULVP

The new millennium

In the early 2000s, NATA also had the honour of

The dawn of the new millennium was a period of

then National Measurement Laboratory and now named

considerable expansion of NATA's scope of new testing
and complementary accreditation programs, including

veterinary testing, information technology, and medical

accrediting Australia's peak measurement body, the
National Measurement Institute (NMI).

In the aftermath of 9/11, bioterrorism scares became

imaging.

prevalent. The scares included the appearance of white

Its international leadership was again recognised as it

powders involved two laboratories – a clinical laboratory

assisted ILAC with the development and operation of

DFFUHGLWDWLRQSURJUDPVIRU3URƓFLHQF\7HVWLQJ3URYLGHUV
and Reference Materials Producers.

powders in letters. At the time, the testing of these

and then a forensics laboratory. To reduce handling risks
and deliver a faster outcome, NATA streamlined the

process by giving clinical laboratories an additional layer
of accreditation for forensic testing.
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On the medical front, the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing commissioned review, The Evaluation of
$XVWUDOLDQ3DWKRORJ\/DERUDWRU\$FFUHGLWDWLRQ$UUDQJHPHQWV, endorsed NATA’s work in accrediting pathology
laboratories and how the accreditation process contributes to safeguarding the wellbeing of Australians.

Further endorsement followed with the Productivity Commission's 2006 Review of Standards and Laboratory

Accreditation,WFRQƓUPHG1$7$ VUROHDVWKHQDWLRQDOODERUDWRU\DFFUHGLWDWLRQERG\DQGUHFRPPHQGHGJRYHUQPHQW
recognition of NATA as a peak body for inspection body accreditation. The report recognised NATA’s role in and
contribution to ensuring the safety of the community.

7UXVWHGDFFUHGLWRU
As NATA gained further endorsement, government and industry demand for its
laboratory testing services grew.

In 2008, the Australian Government renewed its MOU with NATA under which it
recognises NATA as the national authority for the accreditation of laboratories
FRQGXFWLQJWHVWVDQGPHDVXUHPHQWVLQDOOWHFKQLFDOƓHOGV

Throughout 2009, MOUs with the governments of Victoria, Tasmania and

Australian Capital Territory as well as a number of government agencies across
$XVWUDOLDZHUHVLJQHGIRUWKHƓUVWWLPH8QGHUWKHVHPHPRUDQGD1$7$ZDV
FDOOHGRQWRGHOLYHULWVKLJKOHYHODFFUHGLWDWLRQVHUYLFHWRIXOƓOODQXPEHURI
VSHFLƓFQDWLRQDOLQWHUHVWFRQWUDFWV

The national interest contracts included:
)RUPHU7DVPDQLDQ3UHPLHU0U-LP%DFRQ
0+$ FHQWUH SUHVHQWLQJWKH028WR0U
$QWKRQ\5XVVHOO1$7$&KLHI([HFXWLYH
ULJKW DORQJZLWK0U6WHSKHQ'ROOLYHU
7DVPDQLDQ5HSUHVHQWDWLYHRQ1$7$
&RXQFLO OHIW

Ř

$GHHGRIDUUDQJHPHQWZLWKWKH$XVWUDOLDQ4XDUDQWLQH,QVSHFWLRQ6HUYLFHWRGR

random checks of laboratories doing the pesticide checks on beef for export. (2006)

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS
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Ř

$FRQWUDFWZLWK&RPPRQZHDOWK'HSDUWPHQWRI

Health to provide guidance materials to support its

Ř

Registration Scheme (2014).

a new draft of the Radiation Oncology Standards to
standards of service. (2010)
Ř

Ř

to create a Sleep Disorders Services accreditation

and Quality Accreditation Scheme. (2014)
Ř

$UHQHZHGGHHGRIDJUHHPHQWZLWKWKH'HSDUWPHQW
of Human Services to provide pathology laboratory
assessments. (2012)

Ř

Ř

Imported Food Act 1992. (2012)
Ř

$QHZ028ZLWK6\GQH\:DWHUIRUDFFUHGLWDWLRQRI

laboratories and inspection bodies seeking to become

Construction Council’s Construction Product Quality
3URFXUHPHQWRI&RQVWUXFWLRQ3URGXFWVŊDJXLGHWR

DFKLHYLQJFRPSOLDQFH. This addressed the ongoing

training of staff in laboratories testing export produce.

agricultural and imported foods in general under the

3DUWLFLSDWLRQLQWKH$XVWUDODVLDQ3URFXUHPHQW

Working Group to release the guidance statement

of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry to provide

performing tests on imported seafood, imported

Fisheries and Forestry to include laboratories
(2014)

A renewed deed of agreement with the Department

And a new MOU for the accreditation of laboratories

$QH[WHQGHG028ZLWK'HSDUWPHQWRI$JULFXOWXUH
conducting veterinary testing of animal products.

program. (2012).
Ř

and Quality in Healthcare to provide assessments

Standards under the Australian Health Services Safety

accreditation for its laboratories conducting computer
$Q028VLJQHGZLWK$XVWUDOLDQ6OHHS$VVRFLDWLRQ

$SSURYDOIURPWKH$XVWUDOLDQ&RPPLVVLRQRQ6DIHW\
to the National Safety and Quality Health Service

$FRQWUDFWZLWKWKH$XVWUDOLDQ)HGHUDO3ROLFHWRSURYLGH
forensics and workplace drug testing (2010).

Ř

Transport and Main Roads to accredit laboratories
registered under the Department’s Supplier

Diagnostic Imaging Accreditation Scheme and pilot
assess their functionality and safety in delivering better

$QHZ028ZLWKWKH4XHHQVODQG'HSDUWPHQWRI

issue of testing imported products for asbestos.
Ř

2QJRLQJHQJDJHPHQWVZLWKWKH'HSDUWPHQWRI

Industry, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and
Department of Immigration and Border Protection

on the laboratory accreditation process in relation to
Australian imports and exports.

listed providers of Field Testing Services (2014).
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6WUDWHJLFSODQQLQJ
In the mid-2000s, the organisation implemented more
formal strategic planning with a focus on increasing

Ř

delivery of accreditation quotes and access to their

the 2007 – 2012 Strategic Plan. This plan has been

DFFUHGLWDWLRQƓOHVDQGUHIHUHQFHPDWHULDOThis web-

followed by two three-year plans.

based customer portal, launched in 2012, removed the

Each plan has built on the work of its predecessor. The
Ř

7KHRQOLQH7HFKQLFDO$VVHVVRUV'HYHORSPHQW

Program. Launched in 2010, this online training

program supports assessors in maintaining their
skills and technical knowledge levels.
Ř

Integrated Accreditation where the customer has
a single point of contact at NATA regardless of

the range of accreditation activities or multiplicity
RIƓHOGV,PSOHPHQWHGLQWKHDSSRLQWPHQW

LQFUHDVHDGPLQLVWUDWLYHHIƓFLHQF\DQGSURYLGH

an online interface to customers to allow online

value-added services to members. It commenced with

plans have introduced:

$QHOHFWURQLFGRFXPHQWDQGUHFRUGVV\VWHPWR

QHHGIRUKDUGFRS\ƓOHV
Ř

7KHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKHQHZ$FFUHGLWDWLRQ

Information Management System (AIMS) to allow
for better use of IT in internal business processes
and a considerable upgrade to IT capability.
The $3M investment will deliver electronic

scheduling of accreditation activities, improved

FOLHQWPDQDJHPHQWDQGPRUHHIƓFLHQWEDFNRIƓFH
administration.

of Client coordinators for more than 3,000 NATA

accredited laboratories and facilities was the most

VLJQLƓFDQWRUJDQLVDWLRQDOFKDQJHLQLWV\HDUKLVWRU\
Ř

$VWDNHKROGHUHQJDJHPHQWSURJUDPZKHUHD1$7$
team meets with its members and stakeholders

to gain insights in their needs and expectations

to allow NATA to better serve them in the future.

This included the introduction of online customer
satisfaction surveys.

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS
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6XEVLGLDU\GHYHORSPHQWV
1$7$&HUWLƓFDWLRQ6HUYLFHV,QWHUQDWLRQDO 1&6, DZKROO\RZQHGVXEVLGLDU\VHWXSLQDQGRYHUVLJKWHGE\D
separate NCSI Board, had been a success and growing steadily with the strategic goal to expand internationally.
As part of the strategic review of its investment portfolio, the NATA Board decided its focus should remain on
accreditation and divested NCSI to British Standards Institution (BSI) in 2013.

The proceeds from the NCSI sale allowed NATA to purchase a building in Camberwell, Melbourne. As then Chairman
Alastair Ross explains, the Board’s focus was on reducing the volatility of the returns from its major investment assets
DQGIXWXUHSURRƓQJWKHƓQDQFLDOIRXQGDWLRQVRI1$7$DQGWKHVHUYLFHVLWSURYLGHVPHPEHUV

$VRI1$7$RZQVLWVRIƓFHVSDFHLQ6\GQH\%ULVEDQHDQG0HOERXUQHDQGOHDVHVLWV$GHODLGHDQG3HUWKRIƓFH

0DLQWDLQLQJRXURZQDFFUHGLWDWLRQ
To maintain APLAC Mutual Recognition Arrangement
status, NATA is reviewed by its international peers for
its continuing compliance with ISO/IEC 17011, the
international standard for accreditation bodies.

In accrediting facilities, NATA is also reviewed by its
peers for its compliance with:
Ř

,62,(&*HQHUDOUHTXLUHPHQWVIRUWKH

Ř

,620HGLFDOODERUDWRULHV5HTXLUHPHQWVIRU

Ř

,62,(&&RQIRUPLW\DVVHVVPHQW

competence of testing and calibration laboratories
quality and competence

Ř

,62*HQHUDOUHTXLUHPHQWVIRUWKH

Ř

,62,(&&RQIRUPLW\DVVHVVPHQW*HQHUDO

competence of reference material producers
UHTXLUHPHQWVIRUSURƓFLHQF\WHVWLQJ

These peer reviews take place every four years. In

2011 NATA underwent extensive international peer

reviews against ISO/IEC 17011, ISO/IEC 17025, ISO/IEC
17020 and ISO 17034. Then in 2015, it was reviewed

against ISO 15189 and ISO 17034. In both years, NATA
successfully completed all the evaluations.

Requirements for the operation of various types of
bodies performing inspection
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,QWHUQDWLRQDO
Throughout the decade, our international consulting continued, as did our support in furthering international
accreditation through ILAC and APLAC.

,QWHUQDWLRQDODVVRFLDWLRQVXSSRUW
On hosting the ILAC General Assembly in Sydney in 2007, we celebrated NATA’s 60th anniversary and the 30th
anniversary of ILAC. The two weeks of meetings involved 250 delegates from around the world.

Five years later, NATA hosted the APLAC General Assembly and its associated meetings in Sydney.

$3/$&PHHWLQJ

Our milestones of the past 7 years
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,QWHUQDWLRQDODGYLVRU\VHUYLFH
Through a major contract with the Gulf Standardisation Organisation in 2010, NATA assisted in establishing a regional
accreditation body for the member States of the Gulf Co-operation Council.

Following this engagement, NATA was contracted by the Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development to help
establish their Quality and Conformity Council’s Central Testing Laboratory and Metrology Centre.

Through funding provided by the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) in 2010, NATA

DGYLVHGRQPHGLFDOWHVWLQJODERUDWRU\PDQDJHPHQWDQGFHUWLƓFDWLRQWRWKH6RXWKHDVW$VLDQFRXQWULHVRI%DQJODGHVK
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

The UNIDO project results included the inauguration and accreditation of the Industrial Laboratory Centre, Phnom

Penh, Cambodia. The Centre’s ability to examine and analyse food and water products to world standards is a major
step forward in increasing the trade capacity of the Mekong Delta region.

Having earlier assisted in setting up accreditation programs, a decade on, there was a series of MOU renewals with

those countries. NATA renewed its MOUs with organisations such as the South Africa National Accreditation Scheme

(2009), Standards Malaysia (2012), and the China National Accreditation Service (2012).
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,QWHUQDWLRQDOFROODERUDWLRQ
In 2011, NATA commenced joint projects with the China National Accreditation Service to investigate the role of
accreditation in the assurance of the quality of building products and electrical goods.

This collaboration yielded many valuable outcomes including a program of better communication with Chinese
manufacturers and robust testing before the products left Chinese ports.

7KHORQJWHUPEHQHƓWOLHVLQPRUHHIIHFWLYHDQGHIƓFLHQWcompliance with Australian standards by Chinese exporters.
Of course this works both ways, with NATA involved in reassuring overseas importers that Australia products meet their
country’s standards. For example in 2012, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry renewed its deed of
arrangement with NATA to provide training of staff in laboratories testing export produce.

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

Our milestones of the past 7 years
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ACKNOWLEDGING OUR
CONTRIBUTORS ON
CELEBRATING 7 YEARS

O

n celebrating 7 years NATA takes the opportunity to acknowledge the support of the
Commonwealth Government, its volunteers and staff.

2QJRLQJ&RPPRQZHDOWK
*RYHUQPHQWVXSSRUW
From 1947 to 1956, NATA operated on an annual
Commonwealth grant.

In March 1956, the NATA Council introduced an

annual membership fee for accredited laboratories.

It considered a membership fee would reinforce the

concept of an association of members and provide self
funding to advance NATA's objectives.

Commonwealth Government Laboratories were exempt
from the membership fee and State Governments were

An application fee to assist with the cost of initial

assessment of applicant laboratories was introduced
in 1964.

Since then NATA has become self-funding and derives
over 95% of its total funding from membership fees,
returns from investment, training services, and other
income. The Commonwealth Government through

the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science
continues to provide valuable funding under the

Support for Industry Service Organisations (SISO) Grant
to support NATA’s activities principally in representing
Australia in the international accreditation community.

given the choice of paying annual membership fees or
giving an annual grant.

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

Acknowledging our contributors
on celebrating 7 years



9ROXQWHHUV

Likened to the volunteerism of Australia’s surf life-saving movement, NATA is a case study in altruism and generosity in
the Australian community of scientists, technologists, engineers and their employers.

Around 3,000 Technical Assessors and Accreditation Advisory Committee members, and the NATA Board members

voluntarily share their knowledge and experience to make possible the exceptional standard of accreditation delivered
by NATA. They come from all sectors – private, government and academic.

&KLHI([HFXWLYH2IƓFHU0V-HQQLIHU(YDQVUHODWHVWKDWRXURYHUVHDVFRXQWHUSDUWVDUHLPSUHVVHGE\WKHVXFFHVVDQG

HIIHFWLYHRSHUDWLRQRIWKH1$7$ōVYROXQWHHUPRGHOŏ7KHFXUUHQWHVWLPDWHRIWKHHFRQRPLFYDOXHRIWKHFRQWULEXWLRQV
E\RXUYROXQWHHUVLVDSSUR[LPDWHO\0SHUDQQXP:LWKRXWWKLVJHQHURXVDQGVLJQLƓFDQWFRQWULEXWLRQIURPRXU

volunteers, the accreditation fees and cost recoveries from our members would have to increase considerably and may
become too expensive for many of our members. NATA owes a great debt of gratitude to our volunteers.”

:LWKPRVWYROXQWHHUVEHLQJVFLHQWLVWVSURIHVVLRQDOVDQGSUDFWLWLRQHUVZRUNLQJLQODERUDWRULHV1$7$ƓUPO\EHOLHYHV

WKDWWKHVKDULQJRIFRQWHPSRUDU\WHVWLQJNQRZOHGJHDVWKH\DFFUHGLWRWKHUODERUDWRULHVEHQHƓWVVFLHQWLƓFGHYHORSPHQW

in Australia overall.

6WDII

2XUQHDUO\VWDIIPHPEHUVDUHORFDWHGLQRXURIILFHVLQ%ULVEDQH6\GQH\0HOERXUQH$GHODLGHDQG3HUWK7KH
DYHUDJHyears of service of each employee is around 10 years.

We acknowledge the value of this corporate knowledge and the team’s energy in not only contributing to the national
interest but also to international developments.

4

Acknowledging our contributors

on celebrating 7 years
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Looking to the future

Currently, NATA has more than 20 MOUs with government

departments and agencies in Australia and around the world.
Laboratories operating in the health sector continue to be one of
our largest areas of testing. The other large area of accreditation
is laboratories testing construction materials.

AsRCUVNATA Chairman Dr Geoff Hogg points out, NATA will
continue to move with the times and respond to new areas
RIDFFUHGLWDWLRQŏ:HDUHGRLQJVRLQRXUFXUUHQWZRUNLQ

establishing the reliability of point of care testing of patients in
healthcare and the reliability of cyber security against attacks.”
'U+RJJDOVRHPSKDUKUGFWKHQHHGWRUHPDLQIOH[LEOHDQGEH

engaged with members and stakeholders' to make sure NATA

LVPHHWLQJWKHLUQHHGVŏ:KLOH1$7$GRHVQRWZULWHVWDQGDUGV

we can apply our resources and insights in the development of
standards to ensure they meet the needs of stakeholders' and
the community’s expectations.”

When assessing laboratories against the standards, NATA will

remain diligent in assessing the competence of laboratory staff

and safeguard the valuable coaching element of the assessment

SURFHVV,QWKHZRUGVRI'U%DUU\,QJOLVŏ$FFUHGLWDWLRQERGLHVDUH
QRWRZHGDOLYLQJIRULVVXLQJDFFUHGLWDWLRQFHUWLILFDWHVWKH\DUH
paid for adding value to their customers’ businesses”.

0#6#EQPVKPWGUVQNQQMVQVJGHWVWTGVQGZVGPFCPFFKXGTUKH[KVU
CEETGFKVCVKQPUGTXKEGUCPFRTQXKFGITGCVGTUWRRQTVVQKVU
UVCMGJQNFGTU

DELIVERING CONFIDENCE for 75 YEARS

%ULVEDQH2IƓFHRSHQHG-XQH

Acknowledging our contributorson
celebrating 7years
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,QWHUQDWLRQDOO\ZHZLOOFRQWLQXHRXUZRUNLQUHGXFLQJWHFKQLFDOWUDGHEDUULHUVE\VHHNLQJWRHQVXUHWKDWWHVWFHUWLƓFDWHV
LVVXHGE\,/$&PHPEHUVDUHDFFHSWHGE\WKHLUJRYHUQPHQWUHJXODWRUV$V'U%DUU\,QJOLVVWDWHVŏ,WLVRQHWKLQJWR

JHWDOODFFUHGLWHGERGLHVWRUHFRJQLVHHDFKRWKHUōVFHUWLƓFDWHVWKHRWKHUFKDOOHQJHLWWRJHWWKHXVHUVŊWKHUHVSHFWLYH
country’s regulators - to accept it.”

In the meantime, NATA will continue investing in its technology framework and work hard in continuing its role as a
business enhancer and key risk mitigation strategy for its members and stakeholders.

We look forward to serving our members, stakeholders, the Australian community and the international accreditation
community in the years to come.

Honour Board
LISTING OF CHAIRMEN

4

Mr Gerald Lightfoot

1947 - 1948

6LU-RKQ0DGVHQ

1948 - 1950

Mr A E (Ernest) Dawkins

1950 – 1958

0U:5 %LOO -HZHOO

1958 – 1961

0U-RKQ*RZHU5LWFKLH

1961 - 1979

Mr Eric E Bond

1979 – 1982

0U:*- 0LFN 5\DQ

1982 – 1989

Mr Cliff Baker

1989 – 1995

Mr Mike Gledden

1995 – 2003

Dr Barry Inglis

2003 – 2011

Mr Alastair Ross

2011 – 2016

Dr Geoff Hogg
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HONORARY MEMBERS
[Mentioned in Stanton’s “Laboratory Accreditation in Australia from Concept to Reality”]
Ř 0U-*5LWFKLH2%(\HDULQYROYHPHQWLQFOXGLQJ&KDLUPDQVKLS  
Ř Mr H F (Frank) Monaghan MBE 30 years of service as Registrar
Ř Mr K N (Keith) Stanton 38 year involvement principally as Deputy Registrar 1951 – 1985
Ř Dr Wel (Lew) Davies 15 year involvement as Vice Chairman (1989 – 1993) and on various committees
Ř Mr Cliff Baker 40 year involvement principally as a NATA assessor (1956 – 1996) and Chairman 1989 - 1995
Ř Dr Barry Inglis 40 year association, 19 years on Board, eight years as Chairman
Ř Mr Alastair Ross 25 year association, 13 years on board, six years as Chairman
Ř Mr Anthony Russell 34 year association as an employee, seven years as CEO
Ř Mr -RKQ*LOPRXU$0\HDUVDV&(2WR

HONOUR BOARD OF TECHNICAL ASSESSORS
2009

3URIHVVRU(YD5DLN0U,DQ0RQUR0U+DUROG0LOKDP0U-RKQ+HQVOHU

2010

'U-RKQ+RVNLQJ0U*RUGRQ9DUOH\

2011

Mr Richard Duncan, Mr Michael Liddy, Dr Richard Brittain

2012

Dr Steven Anderson OAM, Mr Ian G Nethercote, Mr George Davey AM

2013

Mr Peter Duncan, Dr Pieter Scheelings, Mr Robbie Geyer PSM

2014

3URIHVVRU-RKQ*LEVRQ$0'U5LFKDUG/XPE3603URIHVVRU3HWHU&KDUOHV%OXPEHUJV$2

2015

Mr Paul Titterton, Mr Chris Murray

2016

0U%DUU\1HYLOOH'U-DPHV'RHU\0U3HWHU'DYLV

2017

0U-RKQ0F.HQQD0V$JQHV7DQ0U*DYLQ5RVH
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